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(Please print clearly.)

PROGRAM

SEA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, INC. PARTICIPANT CONTRACT
THIS DOCUMENT INCLUDES AN INFORMED CONSENTPROVISION AND A
LIABILITY WAIVER AND RELEASE
[T HAS IMPORTANT LEGAL CONSEQUENCES
PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY AND COMPLETELY.

I ntroduction

Since 1971, Sea Education Association (SEA) has beeducting rigorous academic programs that offer
students an opportunity to study and experience¢ban environment.

|. Risks and I nformed Consent

SEA sails American flag vessels that are inspeateticertified by the United States Coast GuardA’SE
experienced captains and crew hold all requiredsOBaard licenses. SEA has operated sailing salesslels for
more than thirty five years, and has an exemplafgtg record. Nevertheless, you should understaatogoing to
sea remains, as it has always been, a potentiglily endeavor. SEA believes that important lessamsbe learned
from participating in the teamwork that is necegs¢ammanage risks at sea. Howewaly you can decide whether
you are willing to undertake those risks.

It is impossible to compile a complete list of tisks that may be encountered at sea. Neverth&&ss
believes that prospective participants should barewf their general scope and potential seveBtych risks
include both the predictable and unpredictable egunsnces of adverse weather conditions. Theydedie risk
of collision with other vessels, ice, or other fing objects. For a variety of reasons, a vesssl go aground,
become flooded, capsize, or sink. There is alveagsssibility of fire or explosion at sea. Vitgjugpment may
break or malfunction. There is a risk of fallingeoboard, of falling from rigging, or falling offladder. The risk
of personal injury is enhanced by many factorduidiog confined spaces, the pitching and rollinghaf vessel,
working with lines and wires under tension and vétjuipment that has moving parts. Stress, fatigne the
effects of weather can increase the levels of patsanxiety or the risk of human error and magtifir
consequences. Acute seasickness may produce ghyshility, or magnify or disguise other medicairptoms.
Access to medical care and medical supplies whigea will be limited. You should also be awara thvhile the
statistical likelihood is very small, going to s#@es involve a risk of death or permanently incéptieg physical
injury.

This catalog of scenarios is not intended to sgave Rather, our intention is to give you a clead a
unemotional sense of the facts so that you can muakeformed decision. If you feel that you wolikee more
information on the subject of risk before decidingail with SEA, we encourage you to call the SBifice of
Student Services.

You should also be aware that the SEA program eaachdemically, physically and psychologically
demanding. Living conditions, particularly aboahdp, are quite crowded, and watch schedules anaidging
and inflexible. Except during shore visits, thexeelatively little opportunity for personal “doviirme.”
Participants must be comfortable in an environntiesit demands commitment, teamwork and respectfdr e
other and for the captain’s complete authority.e ability to respond and adapt to new physical@sythological
challenges is a critical part of the SEA learnirgezience.



[1. Liability Waiver and Release

By signing this Participant Contract, you will bertifying as follows. | recognize that participagiin a
SEA program has inherent risks. Those risks irglbdt are not limited to, those that are discusdede. |
acknowledge that those risks include virtually &mgd of permanent injury and even death. | furtleognize that
my access to medical care while at sea will be liriyed, and that at times it may be impossibleldain timely
and adequate medical care for any injury or ilinddsave decided to participatein thisactivity in full
awareness of therisks described above.

I, therefore, agree to personalysSUME ALL RISKS of injury, iliness, death, or other harm or dansgmge
which may occur in connection with this activitiyalso agree that | will assume all responsibiiityany costs and
medical expenses that | may incur or that othengin@ur on my behalf as a result of my participatio

| agree that, except as provided below, | will assert against SEA, its trustees, officers, agents
managers, teachers and other employees (collecti&EA"), and will hold SEA harmless from, any aaldl
claims for injury, illness, death, costs, mediaad ather expenses, or any harm that may resuletonrnonnection
with my participation in an SEA program.

This waiver specifically includes claims for injes, illness or death that are solely or partiadiysed by
any acts or omissions of SEA that are claimed todagigent or to give rise to liability without fliuhowever the
legal theory may be categorized.

| do not, however, agree to waive any claim fouipjor death caused by SEA’s gross negligence kfulvi
recklessness, as that would be unfair and contoattye laws of Massachusetts.

| further understand, acknowledge and agree that SEA and its captains have complete discretion to
determine who they will take to sea, and, if any problem arises, who may continue to participate in the voyage. |
understand that, if | am asked to leave the program, | will be responsible for all financial costsincurred.

| understand that this Liability Waiver and Rele&sens part of this contract and that | am expsessl
waiving certain legal rights.

Dated:

Print Name Clearly

Signature of Participant (required)
Dated:

Print Parent/Guardian Name (if under 18)

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if under 18)



V. Medical Care, Health Insurance, and Related Topics

A. Physical ExaminatianThe unique experiential challenges of SEA’s prognecessitate that you be in
good physical condition and sound psychologicalthed o this end, you must obtain prior medicaarhnce. At
least fourteen (14) days before your program begims must complete and return your SEA Medicaldre:c
Upon arrival, you must update us regarding any gbeasince that record was submitted. Failureltp disclose
medical or psychological conditions may resultdurybeing required to withdraw from the program.

B. Insurance You must provide evidence of adequate healthréameecoverage for any medical
conditions that may develop as a result of accjdimess or otherwise. Your insurance must cgaer not only
while you are in the United States or its coasttlens, but also on the high seas and in foreigntces. Your
coverage should also include the cost of emergea®yin such locations.

C. Medical ExpensesYou are responsible for any medical expensesjditgy medical evacuation
expenses that you may incur or that may be incurnegbur behalf. If SEA pays such expenses on pebalf,
whether under emergency conditions or otherwise varether such payment is made with or without your
permission, you agree to reimburse SEA for all spenses.

D. Access to Medical Care while at Seaery limited. There will be no physician orrse aboard the
vessel. Only basic first aid is available. SEAseds carry a modest medicine chest. Consequénflyessential
that you bring with you an adequate supply of aggription medications on which you rely.

E. Authorization to SEA and Others to Act in an Egescy. You hereby authorize SEA to act on your
behalf in the event that you become physicallysychologically ill or injured and are unable to yide informed
consent for medical treatment. You further autt®B8EA, its ship’s captain and/or any physiciaemergency
personnel SEA may consult to administer emergeragical treatment, to hospitalize or otherwise sequoper
treatment for you, and to authorize or order inggts, anesthesia, surgery or other medical tredtaemay appear
appropriate under the circumstances as determyn&EB. In the event of a medical emergency, SElmake a
good faith effort to contact your parents, guardianther next of kin.

F. Permission to Disclose Medical Records anddPetdnformation It may be necessary for SEA to
disclose your medical records and personal infdonab SEA staff members and to anyone involvegoiar
medical care that needs the information (e.qg., iplayss, hospitals, emergency personnel, or othesopes or
entities involved in providing you with medical eaor assistance). By signing this Contract yougarig SEA
permission to do so on a reasonable need-to-kneig.b&ou are also authorizing SEA to disclose such
information to your parents, guardian or other rabiin in an emergency situation.

[11. Participant Policies and Miscellaneous Provisions

A._Drug and Alcohol Policy SEA seeks to provide a safe and comfortablesgphrere in which
participants can make informed and responsibles@e. To this end, SEA prohibits the use, transfe
possession of any controlled drugs or drug parayatiar SEA also prohibits anyone under the ag&ldfom
possessing or drinking alcohol. Use or possessiaicohol on board SEA vessels is at the disanaticthe
Captain, in compliance with U.S. Coast Guard Regia. By signing this contract, you are agre¢m§EA’s
right to dismiss you for violations of SEA’s DrugdiAlcohol Policy, including but not limited to yotefusal to
comply with any requested test. You are also aiging SEA to inform your home institution and your
parent/guardian about any alcohol or drug polidsaiction.

B. Sexual Harassment and Discriminat@frany type, by anyone in the SEA community, idahg
employees, students or visitors, is completely aeptable and will not be tolerated at any workeairihing
location. SEA is committed to providing a work aaucational environment free of sexual harassnsertjal
violence/assault and harassment based on gendexusil orientation. Infraction will result in digggal.

C. lllegal Conduct.In the event that SEA reasonably believes yowe lengaged in or are about to engage
in any form of illegal conduct, SEA may, in its ealiscretion, report the situation to the apprdprauthorities.

D. Applicable Law This contract shall be construed and interpratabrding to the laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts without regard tacjies of conflicts of law. This provision istrintended to
displace any applicable federal law or regulation.

E. Binding Effect This contract shall be binding upon and inurthtobenefit of the parties hereto and
their respective agents, representatives, attormeysrers, parents, subsidiaries, successorgnassind affiliates.

F. Severability If any provision of this contract is held inaffive, invalid or contrary to public policy or
any law, the validity of the remainder of this aaat shall not be affected thereby.

G. Use of Photographs or Written Repofitke participant or parent/guardian authorizesagrées to the
reasonable use by the SEA of any photographs whiaghbe taken of any aspect of this program and wimiay
include the image of the participant as well asaritten comments or reports submitted to the SiEAhe
participant.




CERTIFICATE OF UNDERSTANDING AND AGREEMENT

| certify that | have read, fully understand andesgto this Participant Contract. | understandrities that
are referred to above. | have decided that | alfimgito accept and run those and any other riskefient in the
SEA program.

| understand that my signing of this contract Wwalve significant legal consequences and that bygdeo |
am waiving or limiting certain legal rights thatight otherwise have.

| certify that | am at least eighteen years of agg am of sound mind to execute this contract.ath
under eighteen, my parent or guardian must exebigeontract below my signature hereof.

| acknowledge that, before signing this contrabiad the opportunity to request further informatfiam
SEA about any of the subjects that are discussteeioontract. | also understand that, as withamgract, | have
the right to seek independent legal advice if tlsoose.

| agree that | have read and considered the cartaaefully and am signing it voluntarily.

Dated:

Print Name Clearly

Signature of Participant (required)

Dated:

Print Parent/Guardian Name (if under 18)

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if under 18)

SIGNED DOCUMENT must bereturned to:
Sea Education Association, Inc.
Office of Academic Programs
P.O.Box 6
Woods Hole, MA 02543
1-800-552-3633
www.sea.edu



